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draw up the document. Didn't care to ask him to coun-
tenance such a piece of folly, he supposed* Just sent
him the new will, properly signed and witnessed, with a
note asking him to destroy the old one. He never saw
Hinchlifle alive after that.
" The first he heard of his client's death was from
Miss Venner, who came to see him the next day. She
seems to have thought that she was her uncle's heiress,
and Coleforth had the unpleasant job of disabusing her
mind of the idea. He didn't say how she took the news.
But Coleforth went back to the flat with her and inter-
viewed Venner, who asked him to act oa his behalf.
" Coieforth, apparently, didn't take to Venner, and
couldn't make anything of him. He didn't actiftxlly say
,$a, but the Inspector is pretty sure, from his manner,
that he suspected Venner of murdering his uncle. In
fact, he seemed bitterly disappointed when he spoke of
the verdict of the inquest, But, when that was over,
he got to work winding up the estate. Venner seemed
at first to be desperately anxious to get hold of the
money, but later on he didn't seem to care. In fact,
Coleforth confided to the Inspector that he didn't seem
to know his own mind from one minute to the next*
" However, everything was cleared up by the second
week In this month. Hinchliffc's estate consisted en-
tirely of investments, which were transferred to Venner,
who asked that they should be sent to his bank, the
Farringdon Road Branch of the London and Kensing-
ton. Everything was finally completed at an interview
between Coleforth and Venner on the thirteenth. The
capital value of the securities handed over to Venner
was rather more than a hundred thousand pounds."
" A very handsome fortune, if properly invested/*
said Faversham. " And I expect that Hinchliffe had
seen to that. He'll have plenty of pocket-money to
spend in his future existence. It would be interesting